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Preface 

 

This is a personal diary I wrote while in Spain during my 
senior year at University of Houston (UH).  It was a 
graduate-level Special Problems course in Spanish.  One of 
my favorite professors, Dr. Pedro Bermudez, arranged for 
me to take it as an undergraduate. 

It is written in English, as this is my first language.  When 
this was written I had studied Spanish through elementary 
and secondary schools and for 4 years at UH – for a total of 
some 10 years.  In fact I had more semester hours studying 
the language than in my major, psychology.  As was the 
custom, all those courses from day one were taught entirely 
in the language. 

During the 6-week summer semester in Spain I lived with a 
family outside of Madrid, and the class took bus tours to 
the north and the south of Spain visiting and spending the 
night in various cities.  We were based in Madrid during 
the time Gralmo. Francisco Franco was caudillo or dictator. 

I was 22 years old when I wrote this.  I had hardly been 
outside of Texas at the time and so this was my first 
experience in another country and culture.  Some of it was 
written in the apartment in Madrid, in hotels during the bus 
tours and some in an outdoor bar in El Retiro Park sipping 
vodka y limón.  Of course there are various notations in 
Spanish as I learned more of the language. 
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Notes on Presentation 

 

This notebook has been on my shelf these 47 years, and I 
am now reviewing it again and scanning it.  It shows some 
ageing and the scanner seemed to expose some pages 
differently than others.  I have not corrected this.  I have 
touched up some annoying white edges. 

The notebook is scanned as such – a notebook with its 
covers, dividers and pages just as I wrote in it.  As such the 
best presentation as a PDF file would be in “2-page View”, 
but you will probably view it in “Single Page View” for 
readability.  Viewing it in Single Page View you will see 
apparently superfluous pages which are really the backs of 
covers or dividers. 

After the notebook itself are some pages found tucked 
inside, an appendix of sorts.  One is an itinerary of one of 
the road trips, the other itinerary was not included.  These 
pages needed substantial correction to improve readability. 
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